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O, Tragedy! Unuappy Tragedy! — Zhou, whofe Chief End it 
qwas, to mourn the Miferies of others ; — Now, weep Thy own. 


all 


Poree’s Oration. 





Fripay, DECEMBER T3. 


1734. 





HEN the Thouchts of a Wo- 
mh man are depravd, Her Heart 
Soh G degenerates from its natural Mo- 
defty, and aflumes a Di/reli’D of 
42. Every Thing that excites Reffec- 
tion. It is the fame Cafe exactly 
pete with a PeorpLe. — When Cor- 

ruption is become Epidemic, The 
Publick Tafte muft, of Confequence, be vitiated; 
and an infamous Abhorrence of Reafonable Enter- 
tainments will make way tor fuch ignobler ones, 
only, wherein the Body monopolizes Delight, and 
the Sou! has no Part in the Pleafure. 





WHERE the Genius of a Nation is Noble, 
Warlike, and Liberal, there, Pa/ffioz will poffefs the 
Theatres; The Scene will glow with Greatnefs, 
and refleéé the Spirit of the Axdience :*—- Love, 
Anger, Glory, Grief, Ambition, Pity, and Cala- 
mities, will, there, engrofs Attention ; and the 
Heart, catching Influence, from the Ear, neither 
tafte Scenes, nor pardoz them, unlefs they are avi- 
mated, or Inuftructive. 


In a Nation, on the contrary, which is decline- 
ing to its Period ; where Avarice fupplants Ambi- 
tion; and Depravity makes Dullnefs Impudent ; 
where the Men abandon Shame, and the Women 
Jaugh at Modefty 5 There, the Stacz, will be the 
firft, to feel, and manifeft, the Infetion. — The 
Mufick will be leofe, unpaffion’d, and Effeminate : 
The Tragsc, and the Comic, Energy, will dwindle 
into Lightnefs, and Buffoonery: — The Dancers 
will depofe the Heroes; and the Theatre no longer 
be contider’d, as the School of Wifdom, or of Satire, 
but as a Place ot General Rendezvous; where Fools 
encourage Fools; where Fathion vies with Fafhion ; 
and Immodeity, compares itlelf, and is fupported 
by, Immodetty. 


I look’d-in, a few Days fince, at a mew Tra- 
geady, the Virit Adventure of Good-fenfe this Sea- 
fon, upon our Ocean or finpertinence ! — I fave 


never feen this Play ; but had been told, The 
French beftow’d Original, and Approbation, on it, 
tho’ a ferious Piece: I therefore thought it could 
not fail to ftir our Clods, to fome faint Openings 
of Curiofity ; and went, in comfortable Dependance: 
on a Triumph, of fix Nights Sufpenfion, from Gri- 
maces, and Obfcenity. — But, t idave the Reader 
to imagine my Swrprize, when, at opening the 
Lobby Door, I faw the Romans in Poffeflion of 
the Stage ; and No Fewer, than ELEVEN, Englifb, 
Spectators, doing them Honour, from the Boxes ! 


MeETHouGHT, I found myfelf amidft the Ruixs; 
of Palmyra, in the Defart ; in a folemn, pompous 
Voip; with here and there, a broken Column, an 
unburied Pediment, or tottering Arch, in Profpect ; 
to remind me, that, tho’ over-run with Weeds, 
and nefted-in, by Infecs, This Empty Scene of 
Defolation, Horrid, as it now appear’d, had, bere- 
tofore, been grac’d with Majefty, and envied for its 
Elegance. 


Art firft, I blufh’d, with Pity; for I partook 
the Difappointment of the Gentleman, whofe Ho- 
neft Heart mifled him into fuch an over-rating of 
his Country’s Gezius, as to think it poffible, Qua- 
drille cowd fpare him Women, to fupport forgotten 
Sentiments: —- But This foft¢ Senfation of, my 
Heart, gave way, in a few Moments, to Difdain, 
and Indignation ; till I was beginning to wifh my- 
felf No Englifhman; or, that my Birth had been 
delay’d, about two Hundred Years ; by which Time, 
from an Exact, and arithmetical Calculation, I have 
found it poffible, by — of Accidents, and Court 
EXAMPLEs, that our Pofterity may be brought 
about, to Clap, at a Stromg Sentimént, and liften, 
without Yawning, to the Beft-touch’d Scene of a 
Tragedy. 


In the mean Time, let us be fatisfied, as well 
as we can, with the Monfieurs, and the Mademoi- 
felles, who have been tranfported, for Improvement 
of our Underftanding. — The Redundant a 
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of our active Neighbours has, at all Times, been 
evacuated upon us, for our wifh’d Refinement, and 
due Polifhing: But, of late Years, efpecially, it has 
been more than ordinarily fuccefsful ! Their mimic 
Influence has quicken’d even the Dulleft of our 
Blockheads, into the Vivacity of Monkeys 5 and we 
- have, among our Perfons of Condition, fome Great 
Genii, who, with Abatement for fhort Necks, thick 
Shoulders, and a Grain of National Weight, in their 
Clumfinefs, wear their Cloaths as well-lac’d, and as 
furprizingly cut, as the moft {pirited Coxcomb at 
Paris. 


Iw good Truth, if I had not been a Reader of 
Hiftory, I fhou’d have run myfelf into a Blunder, 
and loft Time, ridiculoufly, in mi/-prompting fome 
Minifter of State to take Thefe Things into Confi- 
deration. I fhou’d foolifhly have put him in mind, 
that Cardixzal Richelieu was { within an Ace | as wife 
as Himfelf, and, yet, reform’d, and eftablith’d, the 
Tragic Theatre, in the Midft of a Nation of Pigtails. 
— I fhou’d have talk’d wildly about Greeks, and 
invited People out of their Road, who have quite 
other Affairs to concern themfelves about, than 
the Miftakes of my Enthufiafm. — Nay I had pro- 
bably drawn up fome Remonftrance, in the Name 
of the Mufes, and convey’d it into a Hand, that 
might have put it to a Ufe, too Undignified to de- 
ferve Defcription; if I had not been diverted from 
this Purpofe, fo gravely filly and unfeafonable, by a 
moft whimfical and ludicrous Accident. 


As I was.walking, near Marybone-Fields, by the 
Edge of one of thofe Publick Repofitories, where 
they ftore. up the Spare-wealth, of this abounding 
Metropolis; may Nofe took Alarm at the Fragrancy ; 
and furnifhed my Fancy with a Notion, that it was 
a Ufe not Unlike This, to which the French have 
converted our Theatres. — I rambled into an Ex- 
panfion of this Thought, till I grew comforted, in 
the Revenge they have taken upon us, for our Con- 
tempt of their Tragedies, by fuviting us with a Set 
of Foois, to our Palate. — But I was interrupted 
in my Cogitations, by the Approach of a Covey of 
Stragglers, from Weftminfter School, with the Spirit 
of the Place in their Faces : —- One of Thefe was 

reffing an Apel, with his Left Hand, upon a 
Cag nepei’ oy, they had met with ; while he 
held conceal’d, in his Right, kept behind for that 
Purpofe, a fhort Piece of Lathe, enrich’d at one 
End, by the = og of the Lake it had newly been 
dipp’d in. — The profer’d Apple was rejected, with 
fufpicious, and averted Frownings ; and, as often, 
sufi upon the Refufer ; who, at length, becoming 
impatient, under the too officious Civility, roar’d 
out, I won't, I wont, with a Mouth as Round as 
the Apple. — In That critical Moment, The per- 
fitting Benefactor produc’d the Lathe, from behind 
his Coat, and Drawing the Fullne/s of its Treafure 
quite crofs the Proteftor’s Mouth, told him, I# was 


Every Man to his Palate : — Bad Taftes for THar, § 


and Good ones for APPLEs. 


I'v is the eafielt Tranfition in the World, from é 
And it will be § 


a School-Boy, to a School-Majter : 


' 


but doing Juftice to the Gentlemen of that ufefut | 
Profeffion, to derive from Their weil-tim’d Influ. 


ence, the fmall Remainder of our Hope, that Dra. 
matic Poetry will not be abfolutely Extingyifh’d, in 


this Nation. — After having been forfaken by its ~ 
Natural Nurjes, The aufpicious Charity of thefe | 
Good Chriftians has taken-in the Dying Infant; and | 
the Practice they have introduc’d in Schools, of ( 


forming Boys to Manly Gefture and Conception, 
by inftructing them to’ “cd fuch P 


"days, as they | 


fhou’d draw Ideas from, will tran{mit, perhaps, to — 


a fucceeding Age, a Tafte, which only this propiti- 
ous Accident cou’d have enabled to furvive the 
Prefent. 


BuT, to diverfify, the Subje&, left it appear too 
tedious, under the Eye of our Readers of High Tafteg, 
in the Neighbourhood of St. Fames’s, there is no- 
thing more worthy the Generofity of an opulent 
People, than the Cuftom we are already fo famous 
for, of Building and Endowing Ho/pirals, affign’d’ 
to an infinite Variety of Charirable Pur 
We have Two, of diftinguifh’'d Eminence, which 


approach, in fome {mall Degree, toward-the Ufe [ © 


revolve in my Thoughts : I mean Bedlam, and its 
new Wing, for the Ea/e of Incurables. 


Tuts Laft, in its Inftitution, has fomething in- 
finitely Humane and Generous: Former Ages were 
cohtented with Endeavours to Recover Health ; 
and, failing in That Purpofe, contributed no Care 


at all to the foftesing a confirm’d De/pair, and © 
making Life, which they cou’d not Ble/s, at leaft 
Supportable, in its Mifery, — Taking Example from | 
this happy Plan, I raife my Compaffion, above grove- 


ling Objects, and wou’d bey: it to the Benefit 
of the Diffreffed in Exalted Life, the unhappy Peo- 
ple of Quality. 


IF the Managers of our Theatres wou’d let any 
thing ruz in their Heads, but their Horfes, They, 
who have been Oblig’d by fo many bountiful Sub- 
{criptions, wou’'d now, in mere Gratitude, encou- 
rage One, in Behalf of their Bexefacfors: And, 
fince Perfons of Diftinétion, muft not be Entertain’d, 
like the Mob, and no Part of a Play-houfe is of 
Lefs Ufe, than the Boxes, they might lay out a litrle 
Money, for Wainfcoting them of, from the Vulgar. 
Part of the Theatre, and turn them into feparare 


Quadrille Rooms, at no higher a Price than the © 


Play, for the Entertainment of Ladies of Fa/biox ; 
upon whom it is too heavy an Impofition, as Things 
ftand at Prefent, to fit ftill, three Hours together, 
without taking Share of the Treat, tho’ they part 


with more Money toward the Expence of it, than © 


other People, whofe uxcultivated Palates, are Coarfe 
enough, to taffe what they pay for. 
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